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On July 1, we begin a new Membership 
Year for the National Grange – and we are 
stepping into it with clarity, courage, and 
purpose.

The 2026–2027 Membership Year will 
be defined by two bold, measurable goals:

1.	 A minimum of one (1) new charter 
for every State Grange.

2.	 A collective 1,200-member NET 
growth in total membership.

These are not aspirational ideas. They 
are commitments that belong to all of us.

Why These Goals Matter
Growth is not about numbers for 

numbers’ sake. Growth is relevance. 
Growth is sustainability. Growth is future 
leadership. Growth is ensuring that the 
Grange is stronger tomorrow than it is 
today!

Every new charter represents a 
new community gathering place. Every 
new member represents renewed civic 
engagement. Every net gain strengthens 
our collective voice.

If we want the Grange to thrive – 
not just endure but thrive – we must 
intentionally grow.

One Charter. Every State.
There are communities across this 

country that need what the Grange offers 
– connection, leadership development, 
civic engagement, agricultural advocacy, 

and a place to belong.
A new charter does not require 

perfection. It requires vision. It requires 
leadership. It requires someone willing 
to say, “Let’s begin.” Imagine what it will 
mean when every State Grange can say: 
“We planted something new this year.”

1,200 NET Members – Together
1,200 new members across the nation 

is not overwhelming when we divide it:
•	 That’s approximately 38 new 

members per State Grange.
•	 That’s just 3-4 new members per 

month per State Grange.
Retention matters. Engagement 

matters. Invitation matters.
Every handshake. Every conversation. 

Every community event. Every invitation.

Every Grange. Every Member. 
One Team.

This is not a National goal. This is not a 
State goal. This is not the President’s goal. 
This is OUR goal.

Every Grange can:
•	 Host an open house.
•	 Invite a neighbor.
•	 Start a conversation.
•	 Launch a new idea.
•	 Mentor a new member.
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Every member can:
•	 Share why they belong.
•	 Bring a guest.
•	 Post about the Grange.
•	 Volunteer visibly.
•	 Advocate proudly.

Growth is a team sport.

Accountability and Visibility
Beginning July 1 – the start of the 

2026–2027 Membership Year – we will 
track both goals publicly:

•	 New Charters by State
•	 National NET Membership 

Growth
Progress will be updated regularly 

on our website and featured in Grange 
Today!.

You will see the numbers. You will 

feel the momentum. 
You will be part of the 
movement because what 
gets measured gets 
accomplished.

This Is Our Moment
Our founders were 

not passive. They were 
bold and organized. They 
chartered and invited. 
Now it is our turn.

Let July 1 mark the 
beginning of a year where 
we grow with intention, 
lead with confidence, 
invite with courage, and 
build with purpose.

All of Us. Grange 
Strong – Rooted, Resilient, United.

YEAR OF GROWTH continued from page 1

Pioneer Grange Launches Community Food Pantry
submitted by Joseph Miczak
Pioneer Grange #1, New Jersey

Dayton, NJ — Pioneer Grange #1 (NJ) has completed and opened a 
new outdoor community food pantry at the Grange Hall, located at 410 
Ridge Road, Dayton, NJ.

The pantry provides 24/7 access to non-perishable food items and 
operates on a simple “take what you need, leave what you can” basis, 
offering discreet assistance to neighbors facing food insecurity.

This project continues the Grange’s long tradition of community 
service and support for local families. Donations of non-perishable food 
items are welcome.

https://grange.biz/RLIwebinar
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health care workforce and connect them with rural areas
•	 Expiring telehealth and virtual care programs are 

extended  
•	 Provides relief from further cuts to tests and services 

reimbursement under the Medicare fee schedule for one 
year to give the clinical laboratory industry and Medicare 
time to evaluate service and cost data.

GRAIL President thanks the Grange
National Grange president Chris Hamp and Legislative 

Director Burton Eller received a personal note of thanks from 
Josh Ofman, President of Grail, the company that developed the 
MCED cancer screen test, for their efforts to pass the MCED 
bill. Ofman said, “On behalf of the entire executive leadership 
team at GRAIL, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks and 
admiration to you for your extraordinary leadership in passing 
the MCED legislation into law. From the 2023 Cancer Report 
you published to your direct Hill engagements, you helped 
ensure policymakers understand why earlier detection for 
multiple cancers is not just a scientific breakthrough, but a moral 
and public health imperative. Your organization has been a true 
champion for the cancer community – especially those living in 
rural communities.”

PBM group recognizes Grange
The PBM Accountability Project, the national coalition 

urging major Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) reform, recently 
presented the National Grange with its PBM Accountability 
Grassroots Champion of 2026 award. In recognizing the 
Grange, the Accountability Project said, “In recognition of your 
sustained advocacy work, you are being honored with our PBM 
Accountability Grassroots Champion award for your critical role 
in transforming the PBM reform debate into a national movement 
and helping to advance key reforms.”

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Grange supports FirstNet reauthorization

In preparation for the House Communications and Technology 
Subcommittee hearing on FirstNet reauthorization recently, the 
National Grange sent members of the subcommittee copies of 
Chris Hamp’s op-ed in the Spokane Spokesman Review, which 
gave a first-hand critique of her experience with the success of 
FirstNet in disaster response. The FirstNet reauthorization bill 
passed the subcommittee unanimously.  FirstNet is a nationwide 
public safety network designed by first responders for first 
responders.

Pole dispute resolution to speed broadband buildout
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has 

issued new enforcement guidance to resolve broadband pole 
attachment disputes in under 60 days. Cost allocation disputes 
between pole owners and prospective attachers have been 
slowing broadband deployment. A cornerstone requirement of 
the new guidance states that a new attacher is not required to 
pay the entire cost of pole replacement when the pole already 
fails to comply with existing safety or engineering standards. The 
National Grange has petitioned the FCC for the past two years 
to set standards to resolve pole attachment disputes in a timely 
fashion.

 

OF INTEREST...
Population shi� could shrink rural clout in Congress

According to an analysis by the Brennan Center for Justice, 
population shifts over this decade could give Republicans 
a greater edge in presidential elections while reducing 
representation in rural areas and the Midwest agricultural belt 
in Congress. After the 2030 census, Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, and Texas are in line to gain a net nine electoral votes. 
For the House of Representatives, Texas would gain four seats, 
Florida three, and Arizona, Georgia, Idaho, North Carolina, and 
Utah would each gain one seat. California stands to lose four 
seats, while Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, and Wisconsin each stand to lose one seat. The 
population shift is likely to reduce the number of rural districts 
with shrinking, stagnant, or slower-growing populations, 
compared with cities or suburbs. Southern states could control 
40% of the House for the first time in history.

“To maintain a joyful family requires much from 
both the parents and the children. Each member 

of the family has to become, in a special way, 
the servant of the others.”   

- Pope John Paul II

“It is of no consequence of what parents a man is 
born, as long as he be a man of merit.” 

- Horace, Ancient Roman poet

“The first half of our lives is ruined by our 
parents and the second half by our children.”  

 - Clarence Darrow, American lawyer & politician

“If your parents never had children, chances are 
you won’t either.”   

 - Dick Cavett, American television personality 
& comedian

Perspectives

View From the Hill
is written and compiled by

Burton Eller
National Grange 

Legislative Director
beller@nationalgrange.org
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Through April, the Grange Foundation 
is encouraging members and friends of 
the Grange to celebrate unity through 
movement by participating in the 
Common Routes: Choose Your Challenge 
event. 

This virtual -thon allows individuals 
to support the work of the Grange 
Foundation at the level and with the 
activity of their choice, from running a 10K 
to taking a few long Sunday drives. Pets 
and children can even take part!

“The idea is simple - use your time 
on the move to reflect on the impact the 
Grange has had on your life or community 
and share that with others,” Grange 
Foundation Chairman John Benedik 
said. "You can choose how you want to 
participate, when you want to participate 
and in doing so, you’ll move the Grange 
Foundation forward into 2026 and 
beyond.”

Adult and Junior racers will receive 
a cooling towel and sticker pack. If you 
sign up a child under 5, you will receive a 
special waterproof “Baby’s first 5k” sticker.

You can even choose to have your 
pets get in on the fun by signing them up 
to take part in the pup strut - though it’s 

open to any pet you’d like to participate. 
They will receive an event-branded pet 
bandana.

Racers are encouraged to have friends 
register and enjoy being on the move 
together, but they may also want to secure 
sponsors. By encouraging people who do 
not wish to race to sponsor you, you’ll be 
helping the Foundation and entered into 
our contest for “biggest fundraisers.” Just 
tell your friends and family to click the 
donate button on the website, select their 
amount and choose “Other” and enter 
your name under the On Behalf Of option. 

To honor the idea that you can choose 
your challenge and move any way you’d 
like, we’ve also created a Sunday Driver 

and passenger category. Sunday drivers 
will receive a keychain and sticker pack. 
Passengers will receive an event sticker 
pack.

Finally, if you don’t want to race or 
drive but still wish to support the Grange 
Foundation and have your name added to 
the event supporters, you can register as 
a cheerleader.

Registration is open through Grange 
Month (April)! 

When you register however, you will 
receive a digital bib so you can show your 
support and participation on social media 
platforms. Print the bib and hang it at your 
hall or office to encourage others to take 
part. Swag items will be sent by mail.

“This is a great way to get a friend to 
support the Foundation and learn why the 
Grange is important to you while walking, 
running, biking, riding or doing any other 
type of movement that you choose,” 
Grange Foundation Associate Amanda 
Brozana said. "No matter what mode of 
movement you choose, we challenge you 
to share the value of Grange with others 
through this event."

Register here: https://runsignup.com/
grangefoundation

Support the Grange Foundation through 
the Common Routes Challenge

On March 24, 2026, communities across 
the country will come together to recognize 
National Ag Day, a special occasion dedicated to 
honoring the farmers, ranchers, and agricultural 
professionals who help feed, fuel, and clothe our 
nation. For the Grange, this day is more than a 
celebration—it is an opportunity to highlight 
our long-standing commitment to agriculture, 
education, and rural prosperity.

National Ag Day reminds us that agriculture 
touches every part of our daily lives, from the 
food on our tables to the clothes on our backs 
and the fuel in our vehicles. Yet many Americans 
are increasingly disconnected from where their 
food comes from. That makes this an ideal 
moment for Granges to step forward as trusted 
local voices, sharing accurate information and 
personal stories about modern agriculture and 
rural life.

Local and State Granges are encouraged 
to mark the day with activities that engage 
their communities. This might include hosting an open house, 
partnering with a local school for an agriculture lesson, sharing 

farmer spotlights on social media, organizing 
a community meal featuring local products, or 
inviting a producer to speak at a meeting. Even 
small efforts can make a big impact when they 
help someone better understand and appreciate 
agriculture.

As an organization founded by and for 
agricultural families and rural citizens, the 
Grange has always stood at the intersection 
of farming, education, and advocacy. National 
Ag Day is a chance to reaffirm that role and 
show how agriculture continues to evolve 
while remaining rooted in strong values of 
stewardship, innovation, and service.

This March 24, let’s use National Ag Day 
to tell our story, celebrate our members, and 
strengthen the connection between agriculture 
and the communities we serve. Together, we can 
help ensure that the voices of rural America and 
agriculture remain strong, visible, and respected 
for generations to come.

Learn more about National Ag Day at agday.org.

Promote national Ag Day with your Grange

https://runsignup.com/grangefoundation
https://runsignup.com/grangefoundation
https://runsignup.com/grangefoundation
https://www.agday.org
http://agday.org
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Life Line Screening - a new National Grange Benefit

 

Call today for more information or to schedule an appointment near you:
1-888-787-3294 Priority Code:

R

Because you are a valued National Grange member, you
also receive the Osteoporosis screening for only ˕ˢˡ˟

We’re helping you take a proactive step for your health.
As a valued National Grange member, you have access to convenient, painless preventive health screenings that can 

help detect risk for stroke and cardiovascular disease. Screenings are non-invasive, take about an hour, and results are 
easy to understand and share with your doctor.

Phone: 1-888-787-3294
Priority code: BHUS001

November 9-14, 2026
Broken Arrow, OK

Stoney Creek Hotel & Conference Center

Save the Dates!Save the Dates!

https://grange.biz/grangetodaysubmit


mailto:olgaskill@comcast.net
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Grange Member Benefit: MemberDeals

Supply Store notice: Price Change Effective May 1!

The price of Golden Sheaf, Sliver Star, and 75-year Awards, as 
well as 80- and 85-year letters will increase to $15.00 each plus 

shipping. Thank you for understanding!

Access exclusive savings on everything from car rentals 
to hotels, even tickets to theme parks, performances, and 

sporting events.
Shop savings and deals on computers, jewelry, phones, 
vision, and more! There’s no end to the things you can find 

at MemberDeals.
Savings include:

Visit 
https://www.memberdeals.com/nationalgrange/?login=1 

today to start saving.

•	 Walt Disney World & 
Disneyland

•	 Universal Orlando  
& Universal Studios 

Hollywood
•	 Sea World
•	 Six Flags

•	 Busch Gardens
•	 Knotts Berry Farm

•	 LEGOLAND
•	 Hersheypark
•	 Sesame Place

•	 Water Parks
•	 Zoos & Aquariums

•	 Hotels
•	 Shows, Sports, & 

Concerts
•	 Movie tickets at AMC, 

Regal and more
•	 Rental Cars (Avis, 

Budget, Hertz, & 
others)

•	 Shopping Deals
•	 and much more!

http://www.grangestore.org
http://www.memberdeals.com/nationalgrange/?login=1
http://www.memberdeals.com/nationalgrange/?login=1

